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Thomas E. Bishop, assistant 
director of the FBI in charge 
of its crime research division 
^and the bureau’s chief public 
spokesman for the past five 
years, announced yesterday 
that he will retire in Febru- 
ary. 

Acting FBI Director L. 
Patrick Gray III said that he 
would not replace Bishop and 
would instead bring responsi- 
bility for the FBI’s contacts 
with Congress and the press 
int^ his own office. 

Gray also launched “a man- 
agement survey” which could 
lead to total abolition of the 
crime research division and re- 
assignment to others of its re- 
maining functions. 

The FBI released an ex 
change of polite letters be- 
tween Gray, who took over for 
the*late J. Edgar Hoover last 
May, and Bishop, who has 
bee^ in the FBI for over 31 
years. 

Bishop wrote that “many 
considerations, not the least of 
which are my responsibilities 
to my family,” led him to re- 
quest retirement 
qray wrote back that “you 
have every reason to be proud 
of the contribution you have 
" made to the magnificent rec- 
ord;of FBI accomplishments.” 
In. fact, however. Gray and 
Bistep have been feuding al- 
moirt from the moment the 
acting director was named by 
Pre^dent Nixon. Had Bishop 
not retired, FBI sources said. 
Gray would have forced him 
out in the near future. 

One issue of contention be- 
tw^n them was Gray’s new 
"opien window” policy, under 
which he has vowed to provide 


many more details about the 
bureau’s dperationi ..to the 
press and the publid. 1 

Bishop, who came up 
through the FBI ranks ■ under 
Hoover, voiced objection^ in- 
side the bureau to this policy 
and to the number of public, 
speeches Gray has given, the 
bureau sources £^d. 

His attitude as FBI spokes- 
man was to release the minlr 
mum amount of . infonnation 
possible. He was said to have 
been* ordered by Hoover at 
one time not to communicate 
at all with representatives of 
certain news media, including 
The Washington Post and The 
New York Times. 

Recently, Bishop was 

blamed for two incidents that 
brought considerable crftlcism' 
of the FBI. 

In one, it was rev 
the bureau had for^g^^ears 
been collecting infpwB^ 
about members of iSiliigress 
and congressional can^^ates, 
aUegedly as part te 
“congressional relatJbfii'.p^ 
gram.” v 
FBI sources said that Bishop 
— under whose jurisdiction it 
fell — had never told Gray of 
this information-collecting, de- 
spite the acting director’s re- 
quests for fun briefings v^h 
he took over last springL. Wheir 
Gray learned of it, te in-' 
furiated and suspended'^ the 
program. . Sr 

In. another 
versy. Bishop was 
sible for forwardifljt to FBI 
field offices in l4. states a 
White.House request for elec- 
tion-year political advice on i^ 
sues involving criminal Jtfii- 
tice. » 

That request went out in 'a 
teletype over Grays name but 


without his knowledge. 

During his long FBI oareer^ 
Bishop. served as special agent 
in* charge of. .FBI offices In 
San Aptonio, San Diego, San ! 
Juan and Richmond. , 

Gray announced the change 
in bureau Junction from his 
hospital room in New London, 
Conn., where he is recuperat- 
ing from surgery to remove an • 
intestinal obstruction. ] 


